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HUSSEIN INDICTMENT AND PROSECUTION/Final Passage

SUBJECT: A resolution in support of urging the United Nations to indict and prosecute Saddam Hussein of Iraq for
crimes against humanity, genocide, and other violations of international humanitarian law . . . S. Con. Res.
78. Final passage, as amended.

ACTION: CONCURRENT RESOLUTION AGREED TO, 93-0

SYNOPSIS:  As passed, S.Con. Res. 78, a resolution jppstt of the United Nations indictinand prosecutigy Saddam
Hussein of Irg, resolves that the Senate and the House believe that the President: 1) should call for the crea
of a commission under the gices of the United Nations to establish an international record of the crimipalbitity of Saddam
Hussein and other Ilgaofficials; 2) should call for the United Nations to form an international criminal tribunal fqutpese
of indicting, prosecutiig, and inprisoning Saddam Hussein andyaother Iraji officials who mg be found rgsonsible for crimes
against humanit, genocide, and other violations of international humanitarian law; and 3) sipouldhe creation of a commission
and international criminal tribunal, takeaecessgr including the rgorogrammirg of funds, to ensure United Statepart for
efforts to brig Saddam Hussein and otherdirafficials to justice. The resolution is based on numerous fgedihat detaipast
andpresentgross violations of international humanitarian layMiag, that detail United Nationgast andpresentprosecution of
war criminals from other countries who committed similar violations, and that note that it would sggrawgmnecedent to allow
Hussein and other lgi guilty of committing such violations to espa United Nations indictment amtosecution.

Those favoringfinal passge contended:
Argument 1:

Many of us have beenyting for thepast severayears to establish an international criminal court to deal with crigesst
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humaniy and other international crimes. Such a court would make it the noprodecute yrants like Saddam Hussein.
Unfortunatey, we have not succeeded in our efforts, so if wgairg to get the world to take actioryainst Hussein we agwing
to have draw attention to the need forrigsecution. The resolution before us would do so.

Hussein richy deservegrosecution. He has conductgehocidal carpaigns, conplete with massivpoisongas attacks,gainst
minority groups within Irag. He also used chemical vpeams rgeatedy during the Iran-Irg War, he allowed his trgs to rge and
murder with inpunity during the occpation of Kuwait, and he ordered Scud missile attacks on the cipéjanations of Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Israel. The international commushibuld stp looking the other wa. It should gstematicaly conpile the
evidence of Saddam Hussein's atrocities and undertake crprocakdigs to deliver thgounishment that he so rightleserves.

Our action inpassimg this resolutiorpresents a challge to the international communyito join the United States jutting the
wheels ofjustice into motion. We should not underestimate the diffronfiphysically delivering Saddam Hussein to a tribunal,
but it would be unconscionable to abandondimest forjustice. Silence and inaction would bgrave ifjustice to the hundreds
upon thousands of his victims.

Argument 2:

We wholly agree with our collegues. We add that this resolution is necgstacorrect the Clinton Administration's dgmous
inability to deal with Irg. Toput it bluntly, the Clinton Administration's currepolicy, such as it is, is makgra bad situation worse.
Hussein has an arsenal of yweas of mass destruction, and that arsergtbi&ing. He has used such wmms before, and no one
doubts his willigness to do sogain. Under the termsybwhich the Gulf War was settled, Saddam Husseingsimed to allow
United Nations ingectors to search lgdor wegons of mass destruction and to destgy that it finds (thogh Irag claims it does
not have such weans, inpectors have found them, and it is well known that it has more and isyaatid#y to its arsenal). Since
the war, Hussein haspeatedy made inpections difficult or inpossible. Each time he has blocked or hinderegkirtfons, the
United States' rgense has been to builgh military forces in the rgion at an enormous cost and to afpero rally international
sypport. Each time, Hussein has backed down, but each time his stature in his ownraasgnown for standig up to the United
States, and each time it has become more difficgiétohe rest of the world, and now even the Amerdlic, togo alorg. The
last confrontation between gand the United States, whiglst ended, included themiessiny spectacle of the President senglin
the Secretaries of State and Defensepoldic meetimg that was intended to be a media relatiploy that would drive p poll
numbers in favor of militar action gainst Iray, but which instead turned into a shogtimatch betweenpgctators and the
Secretaries. We cannot rgalilame our allies or lggs neghbors for beig increasigly reluctant to standpito Hussein, because
he is as firmy entrenched ipower as ever. Sanctions have been ineffectual, and mititaion has if aything stremgthened him.
The Clinton Administration, thahn, has nothig else to offer. The United Statg®licy is costy, and it is actuajl beirg used ly
Hussein to stregthen hisposition. Further, we believe that the militahreat is bargleven credible now because Hussein and we
know that if he survives gmilitary assault to come that the remaninternational resolve to stang to him will evaorate.

Thependirg resolutiongives us one new alternative. Hussein iguestionaby} guilty of crimes gainst humanit for which he
should beprosecuted. If the world convicts him, heynise broght tojustice. Other alternatives that yrizepursued include aidm
opposition elements in g develping better defensegainst wegons of mass destruction, and buitgisypport for military action
aimed at endig Hussein's rule. Hussein, for the moment, lgased to allow wegons inpections. We do not @ect him to kep
his worthless word for lap The President has gri short window of pportunity to come p with an effectivepolicy for dealirg
with him. We uge President Clinton not to miss thigportunity.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to final passage.



